














LENDING A
HELPING HAND.

“I played some of my best
tennis here and it was always
a thrill to play in front of a
Kooyong crowd.”

Evonne Goolagong Cawley

The mosaic overlooking The Goolagong Terrace at Kooyong.

Opposite:

Pat Cash jumps for joy
after sealing a memorable
Davis Cup victory,
Kooyong 1986

Frcmk Sedgman’s mum knew that her teenage son was a good tennis
player, but needed expert guidance to achieve his potential. She urged
Frank to ring Harry Hopman and seek his permission to join the group
of schoolboys Hopman drilled at Kooyong.

The approach required a bit of nerve because Hopman had been
a famous player, and Kooyong was the headquarters of Victorian tennis;
the boys he coached there tended to come from posh independent
schools, whereas Frank, the son of working-class parents, went to Box
Hill High and played tennis on the Victorian Railway Institute courts at
Parkville. Frank deeply impressed the veteran, however; his subsequent
training sessions on Kooyong turf played an important part in launching
a career that saw the lad become a Davis Cup and Wimbledon
champion — the founder of, perhaps, the greatest tennis dynasty the
world has known.

In those distant times, there was no Institute of Sport, no High
Performance Tennis Academy, no sponsored squads of promising
juniors. Tennis scholarships were unheard-of. A wealthy philanthropist
paid for Rod Laver’s first trip overseas. A kindly neighbour gave an old
wooden racquet to Margaret Smith,
whose family was too poor to buy her
one. At Barellan, meanwhile, members
of the War Memorial Tennis Club allowed
the aboriginal Evonne Goolagong free
use of their courts. She later lived with
the family of Sydney coach Vic Edwards
while developing into a world star.

Today, The Kooyong Foundation
endeavours to replicate the helping-hand
spirit of that era, but on a more formal
and systematic basis. Acting on advice
from experts such as club coach Glenn Busby and lan Barclay
(Pat Cash’s former mentor), and also from Tennis Australia and
Tennis Victoria, the Foundation has helped to finance the tennis
activities of a number of promising players, not all of them
Kooyong members or indeed Victorians.

A basic objective is to identify talent and to ensure that
it is given every chance to flourish. Hence, the Foundation’s
funding of scholarships to the High Performance Academy, and
its sponsorship of tournaments in the 10s, 11s and 12s age categories,
where juniors vie for the Alicia Molik, Wayne Arthurs and Frank
Sedgman Cups respectively.

Another trail-blazing project is the creation of tennis camps, to be
attended by outstanding juniors, their parents and coaches in a more

comprehensive approach fo tennis development.



A FOUNDATION TO
HONOUR THE PAST
AND PROVIDE FOR
THE FUTURE.

“When | first started playing
tennis | just wanted fo come
and play at Kooyong.

Frank Sedgman
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The Wayne Arthurs Cup
participants, Kooyong
December 2007

The great Frank Sedgman in action

!’ nwe:'.’?‘ ’g‘ﬂ r a.s-

u h“ ""}JJH"{ L

The Kooyong Foundation was established in 2001 with the aim of
honouring the rich traditions of Australian tennis while also enhancing
the prospects for a successful future.

As the scene of so many epic matches spanning almost a century,
Kooyong will be a fitting home for a ‘living” museum — one frequently
re-appraised and re-infused by a variety of fascinating material showing
the history, not only of Kooyong, but of tennis in Australia.

At the same time, the Foundation is dedicated to the nurturing of
new talent. It assists in providing top-class coaching and playing
opportunities to junior players of great promise.

While most may come from Victoria, others may hail from any part
of Australia or be the children of migrants. Some may have surmounted
very difficult circumstances. All need help to achieve their potential as
players and possibly to fulfil their dream of representing this country.

Tennis, increasingly, has become a highly organized sport played
for high stakes. To be able to match the brilliant young players emerging
around the world, Australia must support its own youngsters. It behoves
Kooyong, because of its eminence and prestige, to take a leading role in
this responsibility.

A museum and a junior development scheme — two worthy causes
indeed. And two facets at opposite extremes of the multi-faceted game
that has given us so much pleasure and that we love so well.

We tennis buffs
occasionally lament a few
disappointing aspects of the
game, such as the neglect of
tennis history. Many people,
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for instance, do not know the
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part Norman Brookes played
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in gaining Australia’s Grand
Slam status. And many have
little idea of the exploits of
4 players like Frank Sedgman
and Evonne Goologong, or of the wiles of master strategist Harry
Hopman. Then again, others complain when we run out of champions
and our national tennis fortunes decline. Few believe that they, as
individuals, can do anything about it.

But they can!

By supporting The Kooyong Foundation they will not only assist in
the establishment of an attractive museum that will bring to life the
dramatic story of tennis; they may also make all the difference between a

young Aussie battler remaining just that — or becoming a world-beater.



KOOYONG —
A HERITAGE LIKE
NO OTHER.

Like other great sporting clubs around the world, Kooyong had
humble origins.

Today it is the largest tennis venue in the southern hemisphere,
with a famous horseshoe-shaped stadium, 51 tennis courts, and a
spacious clubhouse complete with restaurants, a gymnasium and
swimming pool. It’s hard to believe how scorned the site once was.

Yet in 1922, when the Lawn Tennis Association of Victoria —
now best known as Kooyong Lawn Tennis Club — transferred its base
from the Albert Ground to a stretch of land bordering the railway line
at Kooyong, some members condemned the move.

The area was then being used as a cow paddock. Flood-prone
and swampy, it was home to wildfow! (for which ‘Kooyong” is the
aboriginal name), and a magnet for mosquitoes. The financier W.L.
Baillieu wanted only £175 for it — which is what it had cost him.

Despite the pessimists, the deal was done, and over the next
half-century Kooyong became the spiritual home of Australian tennis.
Tennis had been played in Victoria since 1878. As a kid brother of
cricket, it was fostered by the Melbourne Cricket Club, which ran a
tennis section and controlled the Albert Ground. With a rapid increase
in players, the MCC encouraged enthusiasts to form their own
governing body and thus, in 1892, at a meeting in Young and
Jackson’s pub, the LTAV came into being.

One pioneer was Norman (later, Sir Norman) Brookes, whose
achievements would eventually earn him the distinction of being ‘the
father of Australian tennis’. First as a player, and later as an
administrator, this Melbourne-born son of a self-made business tycoon
laid the foundations of a dynasty of wonderful champions.

In 1907, on only his second trip to England, Brookes won
Wimbledon, as well as the Davis Cup in partnership with New
Zealander Anthony Wilding. He subsequently played a vital role in five
further Davis Cup triumphs, and won Wimbledon again in 1914.

Then, as LTAV president from 1925 to 1937, and as the first
president of the Australian LTA (1226-1954), Brookes applied his

business acumen and fennis expertise to the enhancement of the game.

Already he had helped supervise the laying of courts and the
construction of a pavilion at the Albert Ground. And it was largely his

enterprise that had led subsequently to the acquisition of Kooyong.

Thanks to members’ funds, the sale of debentures, and
tournament proceeds, Kooyong evolved into one of the world’s most
beautiful tennis clubs. The first clubhouse was completed in 1923,
the first stand of reinforced concrete in 1927.

The new arena received a fitting baptism when Patterson and
Hawkes contested the 1927 Australian final. Patterson had won
Wimbledon twice and been runner-up in the Nationals three times.

On this occasion, he won by 3-6, 6-4, 3-6, 18-16, 6-3.

The 1930s was a period of consolidation, with a second tier
being added to the northern stand, and other improvements elsewhere
in the grounds. Occasional flooding from the adjacent Gardiner’s
Creek continued to be a problem, though, and on one damp day in
1934 a future LTAV president, Harry Hopman, rowed from the
clubhouse to the stadium.

Two years later, at the final of the Australian men’s singles, a
record crowd of 12,000 watched Australia’s Jack Crawford brilliantly
beat the reigning Wimbledon champion, England’s Fred Perry.

There was little doubt Kooyong would be chosen as the venue for
the 1946 Davis Cup Challenge Round, when Australia defended the
trophy it had wrenched from America on the eve of war. With temporary
stands, capacity was 14,000, and every seat was occupied as Jack
Kramer, Ted Schroeder and Gardnar Mulloy routed John Bromwich,
Dinny Pails and Adrian Quist. It would be the only time Australia lost a
Davis Cup tie at Kooyong in the next 60 years.

Perhaps the most memorable of all these Cup contests occurred
in 1953, when Hoad and Rosewall turned back Seixas and Trabert
before a jubilant crowd of 17,500, then a world record. Rivalling that
victory was the 1986 Cup Final in which Pat Cash scored the decisive
point after trailing Sweden’s Mikael Pernfors by two sets fo love.

By then Kooyong was so renowned that it had become (since
1973) the permanent home of the Australian Open. It was the scene of
such finals as the Connors-Newcombe showdown of 1975, and the
Evert-Navratilova thriller of 1981.

In 1988 its link with the Open appeared to end when the
tournament shifted to Melbourne Park. With the inauguration of the
Kooyong Classic in that same year, however, Kooyong began fo
assume an invaluable role as a lead-up event to Australia’s Grand
Slam fortnight. The list of winners, including Pat Cash, Andre Agassi,
Pete Sampras, Roger Federer and Andy Roddick, now looks like a
star-studded hall of fame — yet another part of the heritage of one of

the world’s greatest tennis clubs.



